


Dear students
Esteemed parents,

You have chosen France for higher 
studies: You have made the right 
choice! I am pleased to share some  
houghts on the occasion of the informative 
Pre-Departure Session 2020, my first in 
India. The Consuls General and I would 
ideally have welcomed you at the 
Consulates and the Embassy of France in India, but the challenges of the present 
public health scenario have ruled out this tradition. However, I am glad that the 
virtual medium will enable many more of you to join these sessions and interact with 
the participants who are here to extend their support to you in various ways.
As the situation in both our countries is still evolving, our respective governments 
are accordingly taking appropriate measures. If some of you are to begin with a few 
weeks of online learning, it most certainly will not take away from the on-campus 
experience to be enjoyed thereafter. If anything, such a hybrid format will surely 
serve to increase your adaptability to unexpected circumstances.
As France and India gradually emerge from their lockdowns, enhanced exchange 
will pave the way for new opportunities. My country recognizes that education plays 
a critical role in shaping a post-pandemic world, and thus reiterates that Indian 
students and researchers are welcome in France, and encourages French 
counterparts to come to India.
Just before the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, France received 10,000 
students from India, and looked after the international students who could not return 
to their respective countries during that difficult period. And we will continue to do 
our utmost to reach the next target of welcoming 20,000 students from India in the 
coming years. France is acknowledged globally for excellence in higher studies and 
research, and it remains, thanks to massive public investment, one of the most 
affordable educational destinations. Hence, I am delighted that you decided to 
choose France. After your studies in France, do not forget to register yourselves on 
France Alumni, an international network that will enable you to remain connected 
with a community that preceded you and will swell with the numbers of those who 
will follow.

I wish you all an enriching academic and personal experience in this hub of Europe.

H.E. Mr Emmanuel Lenain,





Mr Jean Castex
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If you come to France for a short visit 
(such as holidays), you can drive using 
your foreign licence. It must be valid 
and either written in French or 
accompanied by an official translation 
into French or an international licence. 
If you reside in France, you may use 
your foreign licence for one year, 
under certain conditions.
Beyond one year, you must exchange 
your foreign licence for a French 
licence.

For further information: https://www.ser-
vice-public.fr/particuliers/vosdroits/N19126
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